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Displaying Martha Roslerʼs work in the Skybridge is a natural testament to the 
established artist, writer and lecturer. Rosler is The Visiting Artist at Eugene Lang 
College for spring 2008. She also regularly teaches at the Mason Gross School 
of the Arts at Rutgers University in New Jersey. Rosler works in photo-text, video, 
installation, performance, and collage. Recently honored with a retrospective at 
the New Museum entitled “Positions in the Life World,” Rosler has reached 
international recognition via a rather unconventional route.  
 
With a clear distain for the commoditisation of art, Rosler rejected gallery 
representation for thirty-five years. By using first print, then digital media, she has 
avoided the white cube setting until her success lead to the need for archive and 
preservation. Born and raised in Brooklyn, Rosler obtained a BA at the Brooklyn 
College in 1965 then an MA at the University of California in 1974, while fully 
immersed in the artistic counterculture of the twentieth century. 
 
Roslerʼs first, and perhaps most memorable collection of photographs was 
“Bringing the War Home,” 1967-72. A project that fused poignant Vietnam war 
imagery with American domesticity, attesting to Roslerʼs dedication to anti-war 
activism. An idealised American family seems strangely content amidst a 
crumbling interior in a traditionally executed photomontage entitled “Beauty 
Rests.” Rosler borrowed imagery from popular housekeeping magazines such as 
Life, touching upon a familiar aesthetic. In this manner, the feminist movement 
was synthesised in “Body Beautiful or Beauty Knows No Pain,” 1966-72. In 
Roslerʼs hands, a commonplace lingerie advertisement becomes a commentary 
upon the objectification of women. Similarly, the role of the housewife within a 
domestic interior is redefined as a high fashion model in her latest works. 
 
Departing from the Dadaist technique of photomontage, Rosler adopted a more 
tactile approach to her collages by cutting and pasting print upon print. First 



exhibited in 2004, her latest project, “Bringing the War Home: House Beautiful” 
recalls the all too familiar theme of national ignorance during international 
warfare. The beauty of “Election (Lyndie)” lies within its disturbing details; from 
the corpses in the ovens, to the humiliating prisoner photographs that cover the 
magazines, or the recipes for death upon the countertop. Like most of the other 
collages in the series, the setting is within a contemporary domestic space, 
bringing the war overseas into the persistently numb heart of western culture. In 
showing these specific works, the Skybridge curatorial staff aims to explore an 
evolution of international or interpersonal disconnect. Martha Rosler presents a 
piece of the timeline that our generation will continue. 
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Skybridge Soundscape curated by Sarah Montague 
 
Sound piece by Martha Rosler 
 
Special thanks to Mitchell-Innes & Nash for kindly lending us Martha Rosler’s 
artworks. 
 
Visit us at: http://skybridgescope.blogspot.com 


