
Spring Dance Performance: Martha Graham’s Steps in the Street, restaged by Yuriko (May 
5-6, 2006). 

 
 

In the early 1930s Martha Graham taught, rehearsed and performed in the New School studio of 
66 West 12th Street to create seminal pieces in her career.  Years later, the dance hall at the New 
School was dedicated to her.  Graham, along with Doris Humphrey, Charles Weidman and dance 
critic John Martin shaped the history of American modern dance through a series of lecture-
demonstrations and performances at The New School.   

 
Over seventy years later, in commemoration of the Martha Graham Company’s 80th Anniversary 
and the 20th Anniversary of Eugene Lang College, the dance program honors legendary 
choreographer, Martha Graham.  
Yuriko and Ellen Graff have continued the legacy of Graham at The New School with the Martha 
Graham Residency. The Martha Graham Residency was designed to not only teach an exemplary 
piece of Graham repertory but also to explore in-depth Graham’s work within its historical and 
political framework.  In both Graff’s and Yuriko’s pedagogy, equal importance is placed upon the 
intensive Graham movement technique and its place within American history and culture, 
making the Residency a full body experience for the students of the Eugene Lang College dance 
department.   
 
Ellen Graff worked with the students for the first eight weeks of the residency integrating 
intensive work in Martha Graham technique with in depth exploration of her life and work, its 
historical and political significance and its relationship to American history and culture.  
Particular emphasis was placed on the technique of the 1930s, the movement vocabulary central 
to the 1936 dance ‘Steps in the Street’ and the political and historical forces influencing its 
creation.   

 
The second half of the residency has involved Yuriko, Martha Graham’s former soloist and 
rehearsal director working with a cast of twelve students to restage Graham’s celebrated 1936 
work, “Steps in the Street”. The cast has been coached by Yuriko in intensive rehearsals to gain a 
deeper understanding of the intentions and emotion behind the movement.  The residency 
concluded featuring Steps in the Street in Lang College’s Spring Dance Performance on May 5th 
and 6th at the Ailey Citigroup Theater. 
 
The Skybridge exhibition (April 25-May 8) featured original photographs from the performance 
rehearsals by Piotr Kuczynski, and archival material provided by Dance Director Jaime Santora. 
The sonic piece “Skybridge: An audio tribute to Martha Graham” was produced by Sarah 
Montague. Graham dancers and diarists: Danielle Casey, Lori Chertoff, Tsubasa Ogawa, Kanaan 
Generette Oliver, Laura Quesinberry, Megan Splain. 
Excerpts from Martha Graham, I am  Dancer, read by Ellen Graff 
Music: Wallingford Riegger, various compositions. 
 
The present photographs of the Dance Performance are by Michael Di Vito. 
The photographs of students drawing were taken during a rehearsal class lead by Yuriko at 
Eugene Lang college; the drawings were displayed on the Skybridge in the Martha Graham show. 
Students in Simonetta Moro’s Studio 2: Advanced Drawing class: William Crosby, Julia Ehrlich, 
Nicole Gelormino, Matthew Hamilton, Rachael London, Kaitlyn Patella, Bridget Stixrood, Maria 
Thompson, Lisa Warbrick, Alexander Winter, and Sam Worley. 
 
This exhibition has been curated by Simonetta Moro and the following students part of the 
Skybridge team:  Debbie Lewis, Lauren Nickou, Alexander Porter, and Lauren Rosati. Special 
thanks to Jaime Santora for providing archival materials and original concept.  
All images of Martha Graham courtesy of Martha Graham Resources. All images of Yuriko 
courtesy of Yuriko.  
 


